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Introduction 


“Oh how the ghost of you clings...these foolish things 
remind me of YOU. When the angels ask me to recall... 
the thrill of it all....then I will tell them, I remember YOU” 
The old songs used to lament the passing of time and the 
loss of loves. I ask the pianist in a new night-club to play 
such old-time tunes and recite such lyrics. The theme for 
this yearbook invites such romantic indulgences. So I look 
around my personal spaces to hunt for my favorite souvenir, 
token, memento, reminder and remainder. Memory is an 
artist, a poet, a spinner of yarns, composer of ballads. Total 
recall simply supplies the raw stuff, to be shaped, collaged, 
molded, re-drawn and tie-dyed. Everything we learn at 
RISD will change into something rich and strange, as we 


bring back in reminiscence the actual crits and encounters, 


wines and coffees at the openings of our shows, the 
suffering from the disappointments, either in ourselves or 
in others, but altering the words and images into elements 
that suit and fit the needs of our stories and designs. Time 
sculpts. The years snap shots, and then conversation crops 


and frames the visions. 


Each of our studio buildings turns into a metaphor as 
Benefit Street transforms the graphic cross-street signs 
into verse, sonnet, private code. Benefit Street has so many 
layers above, below, on each terrace, an endless labyrinth. 
(I just now discovered my former family seat near the 
golden French Sullivan-Dorr mansion at Bowen.) Market 
House talks on plaques about early American history all 
the way from rebellion and revolution to hurricanes and 
revisions. Carr House poses for paintings, with its lofty 
copper-green tower, plus its Tudor motifs, and the College 
Building, once a tavern, recalls the quest for the school’s 
diverse concept of itself. The grandeur of the Waterman 
Building of Foundation Studies and its Nature Lab states 


the fundamental, almost Biblical, value of all creation. 


The former Hospital Trust Bank whispers and echoes the 
phantom wealth of the zone. Not to list all the structures 
that define us, but you can bead and string them yourself 
into your own bracelet of nostalgia for this —alas, brief- 


chapter of your evolution. 


I can't choose a single object to focus upon. My red 
leatherette armchair? My postcards, newspaper obituaries, 
tapestries, toys, doll's heads, books and magazines strewn 
on tables, benches, the floor? Bins and baskets of trinkets 
and scraps of projects left by students as goodbye gifts, 
spilling out of file cabinet drawers? Can't make up my mind 
which item might win the contest. This year in particular, 
one of your class, who took my journalism class— you had 
to “publish” one piece, share it with an unknown audience/ 
reader/listener and take your chances with friend or foe, 
praising or dispraising your work—she went forward with 
an independent study with me. She built a table to hold 
one of my type-drawers of tiny trinkets, some narrative and 


others just amoebic shapes with no word-meanings. She 


added a crystal top. That sums up for me what I feel about 
your class and my link to it. Every hour you have spent 
here in Providence places a wee remembrance in your 
“type-drawer — the cells of your mind and soul—and you 
can sort them out, play with them, gaze upon them as you 
may sip your tea on the table of the cafe or your kitchen, 
the light reflecting from the glass top. I hope I unknowingly 
may have left some microscopically miniature little enigma 


among the myriad of mementos. 


Better than the globalized communications via computer, 
the pigeons/doves that hover over us may carry invisible 
messages about our shared sojourn here in the utopia of 


our dreams. 


— Mike Fink 
Professor of LAS 
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“Always remember that clothing is a mind altering substance.” 


—Lorraine Howes 
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“Digital tools offer us precision with our work, but our work in 
the ‘real world’ is analog, messy and infinitely precise.” 


—Nick Brinen 
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“You must love every part of the process.” 


—Katy Schimert 
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“Be insatiably curious, and feed yourself well in that 
regard. That desire to learn and discover will always move 
you forward into new and exciting territories, and you 
will never be bored or alone.” 


—Lorelei Pepi 
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“Follow your heart and never fool with it.” 


—Lane Myer 
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“You use a glass mirror to see your face; 
you use works of art to see your soul.” 


— George Bernard Shaw 
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“For your creative phase of work, 
put your mind in it, not on it.” 


—Thomas Ockerse 
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“Talking about arms] These are to paint and draw...or 
build atomic bombs with.” 


—Fritz Drury 
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“All my design heroes (Wedgwood, Fortuny, Farnham, 
Dresser...) got somewhere amazing in their lives by 
chasing, relentlessly, their interests. Don’t worry about 
where you are going in life; do what you love to do, 
and you will get there.” 
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“Design using quick diagrams, sketches and models: 
if you can’t capture clearly an essential aspect of a 
project through a simple representation, you probably 
don’t understand it yet yourself. A design gains 
complexity as it’s developed, but it’s critical that 
you not lose its essence.” 


—Jonathan Bell 
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“..and remember to properly label your mediums 
in the cabinet-—you don’t want to come over one 
day and realize that someone has boofed your 
juice.” 


— Bill Miller 
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“Over-exposed, under-developed.” 


—Steve Smith 


Photograph —=__ 


PHOTOGRAPHY i 


Charlotte Acevedo 


347 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Thomas Arena 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


348 


Acacia Johnson 


349 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Rachel Jump 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


350 


Remy Lagrange 


351 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


Ben Langtord 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


352 


Alexis Perrin 


ae 


AHdVYSOLOHd 


353 


“| do not chew my cabbage twice. 
If you want to catch a fish, throw out many lines.” 


—Cornelia McSheehy 
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“One should try to take the values that one 
admires in works of art and enact them, 
and make them more vivid in the world. It’s 
too easy to ‘love art,’ and to not love the 
things that art actually loves. But the point 
is to try and love the things that the 
artists we love loved. Don’t just love the 
artist. Don’t just love the work they 
produced. Love what they loved.” 


—Joshua Rothman 
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